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Introduction 

As part of the ‘Core’ component of each student’s Key Stage 4 curriculum, there 
ae some subjects where there is no decision to be made at this stage. These 
subject are: 

 Maths 

 English Language 

 English Literature 

 Religious Education 

In addition, our ‘ACTIVE’ programme represents our Citizenship and Personal 
development curriculum, whilst we also ensure that we offer every student 
Physical Education, which promotes a healthy body and mind. 

 In order to help you understand our Maths, English and Religious Education 
curriculum further, each department has provided details of their subject 
area in the Pathways booklet, an informative video hosted on our bespoke 
website and the following responses to some Frequently Asked Questions. 

English: 
Q1) Do you teach the English Language and English Literature GCSES completely 
separately? 
 
Your child’s teacher(s) will teach both the English Language and English Literature 
courses across the two years. As many of the skills overlap, we encourage an 
understanding of the benefits of using the skills learnt for each GCSE within the 
other. However, students will still be able to achieve any grade in each of the 
subjects and they will not be assessed together. 
 
Q2) Is my child limited to achieving certain grades in this subject? 
 
Not at all. Both English GCSEs are not tiered, allowing each and every child to 
achieve what they are capable of. It is up to them to see how well they can do. 
  
Q3) Is there any coursework for either of the English GCSEs? 
 
There is no coursework for either English Language or English Literature GCSEs. 
Both GCSEs are 100% examined and split across two papers, resulting in four 
papers in total. 
  
Q4) Does my child need to read a lot to be good at English at GCSE? 
 
Your child will need to read the Literature set texts as a minimum. However, it is 
evidenced year on year, that the more widely read a student is, the better they 
tend to do. This applies to both the Language and the Literature GCSE. We 
recommend that students read a wide range of challenging fiction and non-fiction, 
as regularly as possible. 
 
Q5) How much weighting goes on spelling, punctuation and grammar? 
 
For the English Language GCSE, 20% of the allocated marks will be on their 
accuracy and use of spelling, punctuation and grammar. For English  
Literature, it is 5% of the allocated marks. 
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Religious Education: 
Q1) Do all students have to take R.E GCSE?  
 
Yes all students take R.E GCSE at Hayes it is a compulsory subject.  
 
Q2) Do we study all the main religions?  
 
No we focus on Christianity and Islam.  
  
Q3) How many exams will I take?  
 
You will take two exams each lasting 1hr and 45 mins.  
  

Maths: 
 
Q1) What exam board do you study? 
 
Edexcel. The course is assessed with 3 exams at the end of year 11, 1 non-calculator 
paper and 2 calculator papers. 
  
Q2)  What difference is there between the tiers? 
 
The higher tier contains a lot more content, with 50% of the exam being aimed at 
grades 7 and above. The foundation tier goes up to grade 5. Usually sets 1-3 study 
higher and sets 4 and 5 study foundation. 
  
Q3) Can I change my tier of entry? 
 
Yes, tiers of entry can change but evidence will be needed that this is an appropriate 
change. For pupils looking to move up we will be looking for consistent hard work in 
lessons and assessment results that demonstrate the ability to answer questions in 
exam situations. 
  
Q4) Are there any revision guides that you would recommend for Maths? 
 
A combination of a guide (specific to Edexcel), which summarises the content, and a 
source of questions would be good. There are some excellent websites available too. 
These include; ‘Hegarty Maths’ (Pupils have logins for this website and should be 
making use of the revision questions that are generated for the pupils in the Memri and 
Fix Up 5 sections) and ‘Mathsgenie’ (A good source of exam questions). 

 
Further information, please contact: 
 
English: Miss Whittaker  
eaw@hayes.bromley.sch.uk 
 
Religious Education: Miss Larbi  
pxl@hayes.bromley.sch.uk 
 
Maths : Mr Brown  
mgb@hayes.bromley.sch.uk 
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